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are at Geneva, Switzerland. The regular periodical publications are three: the 
Monthly International Labor Review, the Bulletin, and the Daily Summary. 

The Monthly International Labor Review appears in January, 1921, and is to be pub- 
lished in French and in English. "It is to be a scientific tabular publication contain- 
ing articles, statistics, and information relating to labor and industry of interest and 
value to employers, workers, and governments. It will contain contributions by well- 
known economists, employers, and trade union leaders as well as articles prepared in 
the International Labor Office." 

The Bulletin is a weekly publication and has appeared regularly since September, 
1920, in French and in English, and since October in German. The purpose of the 
Bulletin is to supply information with regard to the activities of the International La- 
bor Organization. " It contains the texts of official documents, reports of meetings of 
the governing body and the various international commissions (on unemployment, 
emigration, etc.) as well as general- information with regard to the progress of 
the office. It also contains particulars with regard to the action taken by the differ- 
ent nations, members of the organization, to give effect to the decisions of the Annual 
Conference." 

The Daily Summary has appeared since September 1, 1920, and is published in 
French and in English. It contains brief notes on important current events relating 
to labor and industry. 

Of the irregular periodical publications there are four types: studies and reports, 
bibliographical series, legislative series, and reports of the International Labor Con- 
ference. The studies and reports contain short reports and articles on subjects of 
immediate importance and fall into the following fourteen series : (a) industrial activ- 
ity in its relation to questions of labor; (b) economic relations; (c) employment and 
unemployment; (d) conditions of labor; (e) social insurance; (f) safety; (g) indus- 
trial hygiene; (h) conditions of life of the workers; (i) cooperation; (j) protection of 
women and children; (k) education; (1) agriculture; and (m) questions affecting sea- 
men. Twenty or more of these special reports and studies have already been pub- 
lished. The bibliographical series contain general bibliographical lists of publications, 
both official and non-official, and special annotated bibliographies relating to particu- 
lar subjects. The legislative series is a continuation in a new form of the series for- 
merly published by the old International Labor Office at Basle. A good many of the 
texts of laws, decrees, orders, and regulations affecting labor in various countries have 
already been published. 

The non-periodical publications consist chiefly of special reports which are the re- 
sults of important special investigations or researches by the International Labor 
Office. Similar studies made outside the office may also be published. There have 
already been published special reports on Labor Conditions in Soviet Russia and An 
Introductory Memorandum on Production. This latter publication brings into com- 
parison statistics relating to production, prices, transportation, exchange, hours of 
labor, and kindred matters having to do with labor costs and production per man in 
several of the more important industrial countries of the world. 



FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE CENTENARY 

The one-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale occurred on 
May 12, 1920. The event was celebrated throughout the United States and Canada 
by schools of nursing and by medical and public health societies. Emphasis was 
placed in these celebrations upon the achievements of Miss Nightingale in founding 
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the profession of skilled nursing, in hospital reform, and in the reorganization of mili- 
tary medicine. It seems fitting that at this time acknowledgment should be made 
of some of her more important contributions to the vital and social statistics of the 
nineteenth century. 

The more significant lessons from the statistical work of Florence Nightingale can 
be applied at the present time when our libraries are fairly bulging with volumes of 
sterile tables and text, the result of the stimulation of registration and investigative 
activities by various community interests in the past few decades. 

Miss Nightingale contributed to the progress of official and private statistics in two 
important respects: first, in being responsible for a plan of uniform hospital records 
and statistics, for an attempt to extend the scope of the British Census of 1861 so as to 
include housing and sickness data, for the outline of sanitary statistics of the British 
Army, afterward put into effect by Dr. Thomas Graham Balfour, for the schedules and 
tabular practice of the stational sanitary reports of the Army in India, and for numer- 
ous other purely technical procedures in vital statistics; second, she gave a practical 
demonstration of the use of statistics, in the marshalling of tabulated ma- 
terials, the graphing of essentials, and in the preparation of compelling, result-bring- 
ing text. A thorough reading of the report "Notes on Matters Affecting the Health, 
Efficiency and Hospital Administration of the British Army" is to be recommended to 
our American students of statistics in order that they may become acquainted with the 
elements of the Nightingale style, — clearness, force, simplicity, and the special char- 
acteristic "humorous subacidity." "Statistics for statisticians" were, to her mind, 
an abomination. Analyses of tabulated facts on sanitation and on the conduct of pub- 
lic affairs were to her a lever for overcoming the inertia of the legislative mind, of 
smugly buttressed officialdom, and of an amorphous public conscience. 

The Nightingale Centenary should direct the attention of American teachers of 
statistics to the necessity for shifting the point of view of statistical practitioners. 
There should be greater emphasis upon ends to be served, and less upon ways and 
means of compiling data. A survey of statistical activity in America today would per- 
haps show that much of our effort is aimless. There is laborious and expensive en- 
deavor to produce ponderous tomes, and then feverish activity to find a market for the 
product. There seems to be a need for a statement of the kinds or sorts of facts, of 
new methods of analysis and presentation, and for style elements, which will bring re- 
sults other than the cluttering of library shelves. And in the Nightingale style, one 
detects more or less the influence of Quetelet, of Farr, and of Laplace. Miss Night- 
ingale was an eager student of the great Belgian's work. This suggests that Ameri- 
can students of statistics are not taught the significance of the work of these three 
pioneers of nineteenth century statistical science. It would be perhaps more profit- 
able to abandon some of the precepts of the young American "school" which imitates 
the German encyclopedists, and get back to Quetelet and Laplace. 

M. A. Nutting and E. W. Kopp. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

International Eugenics Congress. Following the First International Congress in 
Eugenics that was held in London in August, 1912, there is to be held a Second Inter- 
national Congress of Eugenics in New York City, September 22-28, 1921. The 
headquarters of the congress will be in the American Museum of Natural History. 
The honorary president of the congress is Alexander Graham Bell; the president, 
Dr. H. F. Osborn; treasurer, Madison Grant; and secretary general, Dr. C. C. Little, 



